Bottom of Form
How to embed a YouTube video in an email (a step-by-step guide)

By Kelsey Johnson October 21, 2022

Learn to embed a YouTube video in Gmail, Outlook, marketing emails, and via automation.

It’s the age of video content. Whether you’re publishing your own YouTube videos, or forwarding a video to a friend, you’ve probably wondered — “How do I send a video in an email?”

The answer to that question depends on which email tool you use. Keep reading to find out how to embed a video in a Gmail email and how to embed a video in an Outlook email. 

I’ll also explain how to embed YouTube videos in emails that you’re sending to multiple people (like in an email newsletter, or in a marketing email), and how to automatically send your latest YouTube video to people immediately after that video is published. 

Let’s get started.

Want to jump ahead?

· How to embed a YouTube video in a Gmail email
· How to embed a YouTube video in an Outlook email
· How to embed a YouTube video in a marketing email to send to multiple people
· How to send newly published YouTube videos via email automatically
· 
How to embed a YouTube video in a Gmail email

You can’t embed a YouTube video in a Gmail email in the traditional sense. But there are three ways to include the video in your Gmail email just the same.

Rather watch or listen?

[image: A person smiling in front of a green sign
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1. Embed YouTube video in a Gmail email with a thumbnail

Add a link to any YouTube video, whether it’s yours or someone else’s, and a thumbnail of the video will appear at the bottom of the email. The person you sent the video to can click on the thumbnail and watch the video without ever leaving their email.

Here’s how to embed a YouTube video in a Gmail email:

1. Upload your video to YouTube, or open the video you want to share (it can be yours or someone else’s). Under the video, click “Share.”

[image: Click share under YouTube video to get embed code.]

2. Copy the YouTube link to your clipboard. You can also copy the URL from the browser to get this link.

[image: Click to copy YouTube link.]

3. In Gmail, create a new email. Paste the link to the YouTube video anywhere in the email.

[image: Email in Gmail with YouTube video link.]

4. Send the email.

When a person receives this email in Gmail, Outlook, Yahoo, etc., the link will automatically create an embedded video that the recipient can click on to watch without leaving the email.

2. Embed YouTube video in a Gmail email with a clickable image

So when you add a link to a YouTube video in your email, it adds a thumbnail. But that’s not always the best-looking experience. Your recipient may miss the link and thumbnail altogether. 

But by adding an image, you can ensure that everyone across all platforms sees the same thing, and you can make the video more prominent in your email.

Here’s how to add a clickable image to your YouTube videos in your Gmail emails:
1. Take a screenshot of the video you want to share or download the video thumbnail.

2. Use Canva to add a “Play” icon to the screenshot or thumbnail. Here’s what it might look like with the Play icon. (Optional)

[image: YouTube thumbnail with play icon.]

3. Compose a new email in Gmail.

4. Upload the image to the email. Click Insert files in the footer of the email -> Upload -> Choose photos to upload -> select the video thumbnail or screenshot. Your email should look something like this.

[image: YouTube thumbnail embed inside a Gmail email.]

5. Open the YouTube video you want to share. Under the video, click Share -> Copy to copy the URL to your clipboard.

6. Go back to Gmail, click and drag your mouse over the image in the email to highlight it, then click CMD + K or CTRL + K to paste the link onto the image.
Note: the image should look highlighted in blue, like this:

[image: Highlighted YouTube thumbnail in your Gmail email.]

7. Send the email.

When the recipient opens your email and clicks on the image, they will be brought to the YouTube channel with your video.

Note: this isn’t strictly-speaking an embedded video, but it’s a great way to draw attention to your video (in addition to the built-in embed thumbnail that will be included at the bottom of your email).

3. Embed YouTube video in a Gmail email with a third-party plugin

Gmail plugin tools like CloudHQ allow you to actually embed a YouTube video into your Gmail emails. However, you can only embed videos from YouTube channels you own or have admin access to. You can’t use CloudHQ to embed videos from other YouTube channels.

How to embed a YouTube video in an Outlook email

Want to embed a YouTube video in an Outlook email? The person you sent the video to can click on the thumbnail while viewing your email in Outlook and watch the video without ever leaving their email.

1. Embed YouTube video in Outlook live (the online version of Outlook)

Outlook live makes embedding YouTube videos in your emails easy. Here’s how to do it:

1. Upload your video to YouTube, or open the video you want to share (it can be yours or someone else’s). Under the video, click Share.

[image: Click share under YouTube video to get embed code for Outlook.]

2. Copy the YouTube link to your clipboard. You can also simply copy the URL from the browser to get this link.

[image: Click to copy YouTube link for Outlook.]

3. Create a new email in Outlook. Paste the link to the YouTube video anywhere in the email.

[image: YouTube link in an Outlook email.]

4. Outlook will automatically generate an embedded version of the video directly under the link.

[image: YouTube video embed in Outlook email.]

5. Delete the link and any unnecessary text. The embedded video will remain.

[image: YouTube video embed in Outlook email with text and link removed.]

6. Send the email.

2. Embed YouTube video in a Outlook email with a clickable image (online and desktop)

If you use the desktop version of Outlook, you can use a clickable image to embed YouTube videos into your emails.

Also, by adding an image, you can ensure that everyone across all platforms sees the same email, and you can make the video more prominent and eye-catching.

Here’s how to add a clickable image to your YouTube videos in your Outlook emails:

Here’s how to add a clickable image to your YouTube videos in your Gmail emails:
1. Take a screenshot of the video you want to share or download the video thumbnail.

2. Use Canva to add a “Play” icon to the screenshot or thumbnail. Here’s what it might look like with the Play icon. (Optional)

[image: YouTube thumbnail with play icon for Outlook.]

3. Compose a new email in Outlook.

4. Click the image icon and add your video image. Your email should look something like this:

[image: YouTube thumbnail in an Outlook email.]

5. Open the YouTube video you want to share. Under the video, click Share -> Copy to copy the URL to your clipboard.

6. Go back to the email, click and drag your mouse over the image to highlight it, then click CMD + K or CTRL + K to insert the link.

[image: Link YouTube video thumbnail.]

7. Send the email. When the recipient opens your email and clicks on the image, they will be brought to the YouTube channel with your video.

Note: This isn’t strictly-speaking an embed, but it’s a great way to capture attention to the video.

How to embed a YouTube video in a marketing email to send to multiple people

Want to send a YouTube video not to just one person, but to a group of people? 

Here’s how to do it with an email marketing tool like AWeber.

To start, make sure you have an AWeber account and upload the list of email addresses you want to send the embedded video to. 

Follow these steps to embed a YouTube video into a marketing email:

1. Create a new email message draft. Messages -> Drafts -> Create a message -> Drag and drop builder.

2. Drag in the text element and start writing your email.

[image: Add Text element from left into AWeber email message.]

3. Drag in the video element.

[image: Add Video element from left into AWeber email message.]

4. Open the YouTube video you want to share. Under the video, click Share -> Copy to copy the URL to your clipboard.

5. Back in the email message video element, paste the link under Video URL and Destination URL.

[image: YouTube video URL and destination URL fields.]

6. Drag in another Text element and finish writing your email. Give the email a subject line.

[image: Finish email text and subject line.]

7. Test and send the email to your full list.
Here’s what this one looks like in a Gmail inbox.

[image: YouTube embed in Gmail email.]

All your recipients can click and watch the video directly in their email.

How to send newly published YouTube videos via email automatically

Want to send embedded YouTube videos to people right after you publish them? Use AWeber to email them — automatically.

Follow these steps in your AWeber account to get set up:

1. Create a new campaign in AWeber. Automations -> Campaigns -> Create a campaign.

2. Select YouTube Notifications.

[image: AWeber campaign YouTube Notifications.]

3. Replace the trigger with Tag applied and add tag new-youtube-video.

[image: Replace trigger with tag "new-youtube-video."]

4. Click Check Feed and add your YouTube channel URL under Feed URL (not the specific video URL).

[image: Check Feed YouTube channel in Feed URL.]

5. Keep all other settings the same.

6. Click Send Message then “New Video from…” in blue on the right.

[image: Edit email message.]

7. Click where there’s already a video in the email, and add your YouTube channel URL.

[image: YouTube channel URL in Feed element.]

8. Change anything else you want about the email.

9. Save the email and activate the campaign. Save & Exit -> Save & Exit -> Draft -> Activate Campaign.

10. Add the tag new-youtube-video to all your email subscribers (or any of them who want to receive YouTube video notifications).

Learn more from this video tutorial:

[image: A picture containing text, person
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Want to embed and send YouTube videos in marketing emails today? Sign up for AWeber.

Sign up for an AWeber account today so you can send marketing emails with videos and automated YouTube notification emails. Save yourself hours of work every week by automating more of your marketing.

Keep reading:

The best email marketing tips from today's top marketers

How to use the psychology of color in marketing to increase your results

Get more YouTube automation emails opened - add video titles in subject lines

Read more posts by Kelsey Johnson

AWeber Communications
1100 Manor Drive Chalfont, PA 18914, USA
Toll Free: +1 877-293-2371

Top of Form
Copyright © 1998-2022. Reproduction Strictly Prohibited. All Rights Reserved.

image1.jpeg
Embed
a video
in Gmail
(@AWeber





image2.jpeg
An Easy Lead Magnet Funnel to Grow Your List on Autopilot

846 views Streamed live on Aug 18,2022 An easy automation: Send out a lead magnet to your new
subscribers. Lead magnets can help you grow your list quickly, convert subscribers to customers ' ...more

y 54 GJ Dislike

L Download ¢ Clip =+ Save ...





image3.jpeg
Share

- 00006

Embed Facebook Email Twitter WhatsApp Pinterest

https://youtu.be/UO2r_tXwzbM COPY




image4.jpeg
Check out this interesting video

Sarah Henderson

Check out this interesting video

Hi Sarah,

| thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.
Best,

Kelsey|

a):(sfo‘uA@J@@@lzJ&?




image5.jpeg




image6.jpeg
Sarah Henderson
Check out this interesting video
Hi Sarah,

| thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.

Best,

Kelsey

a):(es A oo0BBE R 2




image7.jpeg
Lead
Magnet [ {6
Funnel ’ (|

(GAWeber





image8.jpeg
Check out this interesting video

Hi Sarah,

| thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.

Check it out here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UQ2r tXwzbM

Best,

Kelsey

< |calibri V|12
Discard

Draft saved at 3:39 PM




image9.jpeg
Check out this interesting video

Hi Sarah,

| thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.

Check it out here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UO2r tXwzbM

Best,

Kelsey

&

An Easy Lead Magnet Funnel
to Grow Your List on Autopilot

An easy automation: Send out a lead magnet
to your new subscribers. Lead magnets can
help you grow your list quickly, convert
subscribers to customers faster, and get better
open rates and deliverability. This lead funnel
is free. We set the asset up in Canva and
youtube

Segoe Ul

<
-]
~
i
AN
<
S
<
i
il

Discard

I &= @ 45 - Draft saved at 3:45 PM




image10.jpeg
Check out this interesting video

Hi Sarah,

| thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.

An Easy Lead Magnet Funnel
to Grow Your List on Autopilot

An easy automation: Send out a lead magnet
to your new subscribers. Lead magnets can
help you grow your list quickly, convert
subscribers to customers faster, and get better
open rates and deliverability. This lead funnel
is free. We set the asset up in Canva and

Best,

Kelsey

< |[calibri vz VB I U 2v AV

il
il

Sen I = © B - Draft saved at 3:44 PM





image11.jpeg
Hi Sarah,

I thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.

Best,

Kelsey




image12.png
Insert link

Display as

Web address (URL)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UO2r_tXwzbM

Cancel





image13.jpeg
Text Article

T Hi {!firstname_fix},

Image Video

aa O3]

| thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.




image14.jpeg
Article

Social
]

Product  Coupon

=)

| thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.





image15.jpeg
I thought this video would be helpful for building your email list .
Video x

Video URL &

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U( @

Video Alt Text @

An Easy Lead Magnet Funnel to Grow Your

Destination URL

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U02r_

Video Alignment

& ool





image16.jpeg
Text

Button

=

Product

Logo
®

Divider

Article

Hi {!firstname_fix},

ideo | thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.

siial

<3

Coupon

Signature

i

Share

Best,

Carousel Kelsey




image17.jpeg
Check out this interesting video D nboxx

Kelsey Johnson via aweber.com
to Sarah v

Hi Sarah,

| thought this video would be helpful for building your email list.

Watch on @ YouTube

Best,

Kelsey




image18.jpeg
Create campaign

@

Blank Campaign

Build from scratch and
create a custom
campaign.

£}
Welcome Series

Introduce new subscribers
to your brand and the best
you have to offer.

N
Blog Notifications

Automatically send new
blog posts on a set
schedule.

& Import campaign

YouTube Notifications

Email your latest videos
after you upload to your
channel.





image19.jpeg
®

Start CampaignTag Applied

Trigger campaign when these tags are applied: new-youtube-video

Check Feed: https:/wwow.youtube.com/feeds/videos.xmi?
) channelid=UCHVMTbg6pXKoTPrEKSKXGIA
Hourly for 1 or more new posts.

__ send Message
® New Video from {(list.company_name }) -

Copy | Remove

copy

Tag Applied =
Starta campaign when  tag s applied o your
subscribers

Start the campaign if any of these tags are applied to a
subscriber:

Separate tags with commas





image20.jpeg
Start Campaign Tag Applied

Trigger campaign when these tags are applied: new-youtube-video

T /
G )

copy

Remove.

Send Message:
0] New Video from {{ list.company_name }} - {idate long+0}

Remove

[ s
o

Check Feed =

Feed URL ©)

hitps://youtube.com/aweber

Frequency @

Houwy v
@ We ypcaly seenew posts within 30 minutes

Required Posts )




image21.jpeg
Check Feed:htpa:/ww.youtube.comfeed/videcs xmizchannel Jd=UCSfx XBIOGCRCT-uAOMSSW
S\ Hourly for 1 or more new posts ‘opy | Remove Selected message Preview  Remove

/ New Video from ({ list.company_name }} -
Send Message:

opy | memove (tdate long+0)
@ | = ew vices trom (st.company_name 3 - st oogs0h G . e





image22.jpeg
e

E

N
SR
‘l

FULL EPISODE

On the 1t leg of his epic journey across S. America, Hazen Audel battles snake-filled
swamps and a...

October 19,2022

Feed x

URL &

https:/www.youtube.com/feeds/videos xr

Feed Type

® Dynamic Feed ®
O Static Feed @

Categories

Number of items

° Titem

Layout





image23.jpeg
Get more
YouTube
views

(OAWeber





